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Annual Right Whale Calf Production
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S.E. U.S. Implementation Team for the Recovery of the 
Northern Right Whale

• Ga DNR
• Fl FWCC
• U.S. A.C.O.E.
• U.S. Navy
• U.S. Coast Guard
• U. S. N.M.F.S
• Port Authorities
• U.S. E.P.A.



Loggerhead Sea Turtle 
Research









Red-cockaded 
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From 1996 to 2003, 26% of 
RCWs translocated came 
from Military Installations



Candidate Conservation Agreement with 
Assurances for the Robust Redhorse, 

Moxostoma robustum, Ocmulgee River, 
Georgia

Mike Nichols (Georgia Power), 
Jimmy Evans (Georgia - DNR), and 

Michael Abney (Georgia Power)



~460mm

• Originally described from Yadkin River, NC (1869, E. 
Cope)

• Rediscovered in Oconee River, GA (1991, GA-DNR)
• GA-Endangered; US-Species of Management Concern
• TL>700mm; up to 8kg; oldest specimen ~27 years
• Spawns in triads over gravel from April-June
• Diet mostly bivalves including Corbicula sp.



Robust Redhorse Conservation 
Committee

• Cooperative effort established in 1995
• State and Federal agencies, private interests, research 

scientists, industry, and conservation organizations
• Completed a Candidate Conservation Agreement with 

Assurances for the Ocmulgee River in 2003



Long-Term Goal of RRCC

• Establish or maintain 
at least six self-
sustaining populations 
of Robust Redhorse 
distributed throughout 
the historic range

R.E. Jenkins, B.J. Freeman and J.W. Evans (Oct. 1999)



Objective: Establish a refugial population of robust Objective: Establish a refugial population of robust 
redhorse in the Project Siteredhorse in the Project Site

Reduce impact of potential catastrophic event throughReduce impact of potential catastrophic event through
supplemental breeding and stockingsupplemental breeding and stocking



R.E. Jenkins, B.J. Freeman and J.W. Evans (Oct. 1999)

Project Site: 19.3 river miles 
between Lloyd Shoals Dam 
and lowhead dam Juliette, GA



Conclusions of the CCAA

• Cooperative conservation effort
• Encourages creative partnerships
• Recognizes no single participant has both 

the authority and resources to protect 
species

• Addresses risks and concerns of landowners 
that want to “do the right thing” for 
imperiled species on their property



Roanoke College Department of Biology
Department of Defense - Fort Gordon Military Installation 

NC Department of Environmental and Natural Resources
GA Department of Natural Resources 
SC Department of Natural Resources 
U.S.G.S. Biological Resources Division
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service

SC Electric and Gas Company
Georgia Power/Southern Company

Duke Power/Energy Company
Georgia Wildlife Federation 

South Carolina Aquarium 
Progress Energy

MOU Partners

Cooperators
University of Georgia - Institute of Ecology, School Forest Resources, Experiment Station

New York University - School of Medicine
Georgia River Network

C. Jennings, 2003



Comprehensive Wildlife 
Conservation Strategy (CWCS)

• Georgia DNR has committed to develop and begin 
implementation by October 1, 2005

• Current project will produce draft strategy by 
December 2004

• Funded under FY2002 State Wildlife Grant to 
Wildlife Resources Division

• Involves collaboration with all natural resource 
agencies and organizations operating in Georgia 



CWCS Elements

1. Information on the distribution and 
abundance of species of wildlife

2. Descriptions of locations and relative 
condition of key habitats

3. Descriptions of problems which may 
adversely affect species identified in (1) or 
their habitats, and priority research and 
survey efforts needed for restoration 



CWCS Elements

4. Descriptions of conservation actions  necessary 
to conserve the identified species and habitats.

5. Proposed plans for monitoring species and their 
habitats and the effectiveness of the 
conservation actions. 

6. Descriptions of procedures to review the Plan-
Strategy at intervals not to exceed ten years.



CWCS Elements

7. Plans for coordinating the development of the 
Strategy with Federal, State, and local agencies 
and Indian tribes that manage significant land 
and water areas within the State.

8. Congress has affirmed through WCRP and 
SWG, that broad public participation is an 
essential element of developing and 
implementing Strategies.



CWCS

Species

Habitats/Ecosystems

Conservation Sites & Plans



Selection of Species of 
Greatest Conservation Need
• Assessment process coordinated by six 

technical teams with input from over 200 
experts throughout Georgia

• 265 high-priority animal species identified
• Selection based on rarity, imperilment, 

endemism, population trends, and importance 
of Georgia to global conservation of species



Species of Greatest 
Conservation Need

• 32 birds
• 23 mammals
• 5 amphibians
• 11 reptiles
• 64 fishes
• 46 aquatic arthropods (insects & crustaceans)
• 84 mollusks (mussels & gastropods) 



Georgia GAP Landcover Data 
and Species/Habitat Models

• 44 land cover classes statewide; 35 classes 
represent “natural vegetation”

• Based on 30m X 30m pixels; re-sampled at 
90m X 90m for this analysis 

• Species/habitat models for “special concern” 
terrestrial vertebrates used for this analysis



Predicted Species 
Richness of Rare 
Terrestrial 
Vertebrates



Conservation 
Lands 



Georgia 
Element 
Occurrences



Natural Land Cover and Protected Lands



Summary
Comprehensive Wildlife 
Conservation Strategies offer 
excellent opportunities to 
coordinate with States in 
developing conservation 
strategies for imperiled 
wildlife.
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